
ADVENT EVENING PRAYER 
Faith Lutheran Church, Plano 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

“The Songs of Advent” 
 

                                                              

Opening Hymn:    341    Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 
 
 

Stand 
 



2 
 

Service of Light    
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
 
 

L Joyous light of glory: 
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Thanksgiving for Light           
 LSB 245 

L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar 

of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 

Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and 

You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

 
 

Sit 

 

Psalm 141     

 

 
 

                                                                                                       (Continued Next Page) 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church 

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Psalm 96 (antiphon: v.2)  

 
 
 

 
 

P Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 

  tell of his salvation from | day to day. 

C Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;* 

  sing to the LORD, | all the earth! 

P Declare his glory among the | nations,* 

  his marvelous works among all the | peoples! 

C For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;* 

  he is to be feared a- | bove all gods. 

P For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,* 

  but the LORD made the | heavens. 

C Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 

  strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary. 

P Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,* 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength! 

C Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

  bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

P Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;* 

  tremble before him, | all the earth! 

C Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall nev- | er be 

moved;* 

  he will judge the peoples with | equity.” 
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P Let the heavens be glad, and let the | earth rejoice;*  

  let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and  

  every- | thing in it! 

C Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, | for he comes,* 

  for he comes to | judge the earth. 

P He will judge the world in | righteousness,* 

  and the peoples in his | faithfulness. 

C Glory be to the Father and │to the Son* 

  and to the Holy│Spirit; 

 as it was in the be- │ginning,*  

  is now, and will be forever.  │Amen. 

P Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 

          tell of his salvation from | day to day. 

 

Sit 

 
Office Hymn:  349     Hark the Glad Sound 
 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Readings 

After each reading: 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
After the final reading: 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.   
  

   Hebrews 1:1-2a 
 

Choral Response:  “Fratres, Gaudete in Domino” 

 
Sermon: “Zechariah’s Song: The Benedictus” 

Stand                                                                                                     

 

Magnificat                                                                                           (Next Page) 
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Magnificat 
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                                                       Prayer  

Litany 

 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of 

the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those 

who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 

mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 
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L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our 

whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

 
 

 
 

Collect For Peace 
 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live 

in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus 

 

 
 

 

Benediction 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

 
 

 
 
 

Closing Hymn: “Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow”                                                      (Next Page) 
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Closing Hymn:  880 Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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