ADVENT EVENING PRAYER
Faith Lutheran Church, Plano
Wednesday, December 16, 2020, 7:00 p.m.
“The Songs of Advent”

Opening Hymn: 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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I Lift uwp your heads, ye might - y gates! Be - hold, the
2 A righ - teous  Help - er comes to thee; His char - iot
3 How blest the land, the «cit - ¥y blest, Where Christ the
4 Fling wide the por - tals of your heart; Make it a
5 Re - deem - er, come and o - pen wide My heart  to
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King of glo - ry waits. The King of kings is draw - ing
is hu -mil -1 - ty, His king - ly crown is ho - I -
rul - er is con-fessedl O  peace-ful hearts and hap - py
tem - ple set a - part Fromearth - ly use for heav’n’s em -
Thee; here, Lord, a-bide! O en - ter with Thy grace di -
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near; The Sav - ior of the world is here. Life and sal -
ness, His scep - ter, pit - y in dis - tress. The end of
homes To whom this King in tri - umph comes! The cloud - less
ploy, A -dorned with prayer and love and joy. So shall your
vine; Thy face of mer - cy on me shine. Thy Ho - ly
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va - tion He dothbring; There-fore  re - joice and glad - ly sing.
all  our woe He brings; There-fore the earth is glad and sings.
sun  of joy is He Who comes to set His peo-ple free.
Sov-’reign en - ter in  And new and no - bler life be - gin.

Spir - it guide us on Un - it our glo - rious goal is won.
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To God the Fa- ther raise Your joy - ful songs of praise.
To Christ the Sav -ior raise Your grate - ful hymns of praise.
To God the Spir - it raise Your hap - py shouts of praise.
To God a - lone be praise For word and deed and grace!
E - ter - nal praise and fame We of - fer to Thy name.

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand



Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,

o)
% ————
o »
[ :Jv ol P ]
and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron

Joyous light of glory:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav -en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be-ing praised  with pure voic - es for -

ev - er (0] Son of God, (6] Giv-er of life:

the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry

Thanksgiving for Light

Blesséd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a pillar
of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and
You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit.
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A - men.
Sit
Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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(Continued Next Page)



(I O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.

(I  Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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(IJ Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church

on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

Psalm 96 (antiphon: v.2)
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(P) Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;*
tell of his salvation from | day to day.
Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;*
sing to the LORD, | all the earth!
Declare his glory among the | nations,*
his marvelous works among all the | peoples!
For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;*
he is to be feared a- | bove all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,*
but the LORD made the | heavens.
Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;*
strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary.
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,*
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength!
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!
(P} Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;*
tremble before him, | all the earth!
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Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall nev- | er be

moved;*
he will judge the peoples with | equity.”



(P] Let the heavens be glad, and let the | earth rejoice;*
let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and
every- | thing in it!
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, | for he comes,*
for he comes to | judge the earth.
(P} He will judge the world in | righteousness,*
and the peoples in his | faithfulness.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(P} Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;*
tell of his salvation from | day to day.

Sit

Office Hymn: 349 Hark the Glad Sound
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’‘ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And  heav’n’s e - ter - mnal arch - es
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throne And ev - ry voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum -  ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.

Tune and text: Public domain



Readings
After each reading:
(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

After the final reading:
P] In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Hebrews 1:1-2a
Choral Response: “Fratres, Gaudete in Domino”

Sermon: “Zechariah’s Song: The Benedictus”
Stand

Magnificat (Next Page)



Magnificat

joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior.
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrength withHis . . . .. ... ... .. arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Father and tothe . . . . .. ... ... Son
H
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ........... His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . ... ... ... . ... ... ... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . .. ... ... .. ... .. .... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For Dbe hold, from this . . ... ... ... .. ..... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . . ... ... ...... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . ... ... .. A - men. Refrain
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Litany

Prayer

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of
the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our
whole life to Christ, our Lord:

.
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To You, O Lord.
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Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live
in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus
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Let us bless the Lord.

o
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the -I- Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you.

A - men.

Closing Hymn: “Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow” (Next Page)
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Closing Hymn: 880 Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow
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1 Now rest be - neath night’s shad - ow The wood - land,
2 The ra - diant sun has van - ished, Tts gold - en
3 Now all the heav'n - ly splen - dor  Breaks forth
4 Lord Je - sus, since You love me, Now spread Your
5 My loved ones, rest se - cure - ly, For God  this
o) ‘

A — ‘ oy I —1 I {
He>= e e
field, and mead - ow; The world in  slum - ber lies.
rays are ban - ished From dark-’ning skies of night;
star - light ten - der From myr - iad worlds un-known;
wings a - bove me And shield me from a - larm.
night will sure - ly From per - il guard your heads.
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But you, my heart, a - wak - ing And prayer and mu - sic
But  Christ, the Sun of glad - ness, Dis - pel - ling all
And we, this mar - vel see - ing, For - get our self - ish
Though Sa - tan would de - vour me, Let an - gel guards sing
Sweet slum-bers may He send you And bid His hosts
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mak - ing, Let praise to your Cre - a - tor rise.
sad - ness, Shines down on us in warm - est light.
be - ing For joy of beau - ty not  our OWn.
o’er me: This child of God shall meet no harm.
tend you And through the night watch o’er your  beds.

Text and tune: Public domain
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